CITY OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS

CITY COUNCIL OF MARQUETTE HEIGHTS

TAZEWELL COUNTY, ILLINOIS
April 11, 2011
PLEDGE 

The City Council meeting was opened with the pledge of allegiance led by Mayor Little.
CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of City Council was called to order at 7:00 pm on April 11, 2011.
ROLL CALL
The following Aldermen were present for Roll Call: 
Ayes - Alderman Bumbalough, Bradford, Babb, Salazar, Dearborn and Steele.
Also present were Clerk Coltrin, Treasurer Robbins, Attorney Tibbs
Absent:  Engineer Good
PRESENTATION OF JOURNAL OF PROCEEDINGS
Alderman Babb made a motion, seconded by Alderman Bumbalough, to approve the minutes of the Regular City Council meeting held on March 28, 2011 with corrections. Roll Call Vote: Ayes – Alderman Babb, Bradford, Salazar, Dearborn, Bumbalough, and Steele. Nays - none. Motion passed. 

Alderman Babb made a motion, seconded by Alderman Salazar, to approve the Executive Session minutes held on March 28, 2011. Roll Call Vote: Ayes – Alderman Babb, Bradford, Dearborn, Salazar, Bumbalough, and Steele. Nays - none. Motion passed. 

REPORTS OF CITY OFFICIALS
Mayor
District 102 asks the Council’s approval for the schools to demonstrate community service with a clean-up project on April 22nd in celebration of Earth Day.  Public Works Director, Rick Crum, directed to contact the school and coordinate the project.    
Clerk
Resignation Letter of Kelly Avery read.  Tentative ending date is May 6, 2011.  

Alderman Dearborn made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steele to accept resignation.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – Alderman Babb, Bradford, Salazar, Dearborn, Bumbalough, and Steele.  Nays – none.  Motion passed. 

Clerk Coltrin reminded Council to be sure to mail in Statement of Economic Interest.
Clerk Coltrin asked for Executive Session to be held regarding specific personnel.

Treasurer
No report.
Attorney
No report.
City Engineer
No report.
Communications

None. 
CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL
-Jeff Michael of 216 Algonquin Rd., Marquette Heights.  Addressed Council regarding a citation he received for not purchasing his vehicle’s wheel tax stickers by deadline.  On April 6th, he received an ordinance violation for failure to purchase by April 5th deadline.  He and his wife were out of town until April 5th.  They did not receive notification through the mail.  Respectfully request consideration of past record and asks that it be vacated.  Wheel Tax forms were mailed out and we did not receive theirs back undeliverable.  Mr. Michael did put in an order for forwarding with the postal service as well as a vacation request with the MHPD.  Mr. Michael purchased the required stickers and late fee.  Discussion followed.  Alderman Babb recommends we vacate the Ordinance Violation.  Attorney Tibbs advised that we can choose not to prosecute, but not to void the violation.  
Alderman Babb made a motion, seconded by Alderman Bradford, to direct Attorney Tibbs to not prosecute the Ordinance Violation for Jeff Michael of 216 Algonquin Rd. for failure to purchase wheel tax stickers by the deadline.   Roll Call Vote:  Ayes:  Alderman Steele, Alderman Babb, Alderman Bradford, Alderman Dearborn, Alderman Salazar    Nays:  Alderman Bumbalough     Motion passed.

-Maurice Phillips of 306 Pontiac Rd, Marquette Heights received an Ordinance Violation for failure to purchase the wheel tax stickers for his vehicles.  He is off work due to medical reasons.  Mr. Phillips asked the Council to waive the Ordinance Violation.  Discussion followed.  No vote taken.  Council does not want to proceed with approval to vacate OV.  

-Gary Bridges, 135 W. Hanssler Place, Peoria, as the president of The Marquette Heights Men’s Club, addressed Council with their donations for the community.   Amounts as follows:  $1,800 for Christmas Toys, $500 for Christmas Food Baskets, $50 for the Easter Egg Hunt, $50 for the school crosswalks, $1,000 for the Community Bonfire, $3,500 to the Marquette Heights Fire Department, $200 to the North Pekin Fire Department, $500 to the Marquette Heights Public Works Dept., $500 to the Marquette Heights Water Department, $500 to the Marquette Heights City Office, $3500 to the Marquette Heights Library, $500 to Boy Scouts Troop #145, $500 to Boy Scouts #193, $500 to Girl Scouts, $500 to the Pekin Girl Scouts, $1,100 to NPMHRA, $300 for a new stove for the Concession Stand, $500 to Minier/Armington Explorer Post 007, $100 GMS Booster Club, $1,500 to GMS Band, $1,500 to “Enhance the Future” Scholarship, $500 to Peoria Child Gift Home.  Council thanked the Marquette Heights Men’s Club for all their hard work and community support.
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES
Water and Sewer - Alderman Bumbalough
No report.
Law Enforcement - Alderman Dearborn
-March monthly report is on file in office.
-2006 squad car has a bad transmission.  It will need to be replaced.  The car is not being used in responses as of right now.  Total cost of repair is $3,000.  The repair cost exceeds the worth of the car.  New squad car is being purchased soon.
Streets - Alderman Steele
-Tazewell County Museum and Education Center Membership is up for renewal.  Cost is $25.00.  Council directed City Office to renew membership.  
Parks and Public Buildings - Alderman Bradford
-City received a flag to commemorate Marquette Height’s 20th year of “Tree City USA” status.  
-Arbor Day Celebration on April 28th at Rogers School at 10:00 am.  If rain, it will be held at April 29th.
Fire - Alderman Babb
Feb and March operations report submitted.
Finance/Planning - Alderman Salazar
Alderman Salazar made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steele, to pay bills totaling: $27,686.91 from General Fund; $0 from Motor Fuel; $20,269.67 from Sewer; $17,674.19 from Water, $0 from Wheel Tax, $0 from Audit; and $0 from Water / Sewer savings. Roll Call Vote: Ayes – Alderman Babb, Bradford, Dearborn, Bumbalough, Salazar, and Steele. Nays - none. Motion passed.
OLD BUSINESS
None.
NEW BUSINESS

Alderman Salazar made a motion, seconded by Alderman Bradford to approve approve 2011-2012 budget.  Roll Call Vote: Ayes – Alderman Dearborn, Bradford, Bumbalough, Salazar, Babb, and Steele. Nays – none. Motion passed.

Alderman Salazar made a motion, seconded by Alderman Bumbalough to approve the zoning variance for 111 Douglas Rd, Marquette Heights.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – Alderman Dearborn, Bradford, Bumbalough, Salazar, Babb & Steele.  Nays – none.  Motion passed.   NUMBER:  787
-Alderman Bumbalough made a motion, seconded by Alderman Steele, to approve the acceptance of the IEPA loan in the amount of $790,549 at an annual fixed rate of 1.25%.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – Alderman Dearborn, Bradford, Bumbalough, Salazar, Babb and Steele.  Nays – None.  Motion passed.  
CITIZENS WISHING TO ADDRESS THE COUNCIL

None.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS PERTAINING TO THE CITY

-Alderman Babb made a motion, seconded by Alderman Bumbalough, to pay a bill for the Fire Department for $677.12 for heavy duty truck wash materials.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – Alderman Babb, Steele, Salazar    Nays – Alderman Bradford, Bumbalough, Dearborn   Mayor Steve Little voted nay.  Motion denied.  

-Alderman Steele made a motion, seconded by Alderman Salazar to advertise the employment opportunities in the City Office.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – Alderman Bradford, Bumbalough, Dearborn, Babb, Steele, Salazar.  Nays – None.  Motion passed.

-Alderman Bumbalough made a motion, seconded by Alderman Salazar to advertise the employment opportunities in the Water Department.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – Alderman Bradford, Bumbalough, Dearborn, Babb, Steele, Salazar.  Nays – none.  Motion passed.  
-Mayor Steve Little  read a letter from himself submitting resignation and left the meeting.  Attorney Tibbs read from the Illinois Statues re: Mayoral Vacancy.  With less than 28 months left in Mayor Little’s term, there is not a need for a special election.  Discussion.   

Alderman Bradford made a motion, seconded by Alderman Babb to appoint Dana Dearborn to Acting Mayor until the end of Steve Little’s term.  Roll Call Vote:  Ayes – Alderman Bradford, Bumbalough, Babb, Steele, Salazar.  Nays – none.  Alderman Dearborn abstained.  Motion passed.

Dana thanked us for our vote of confidence.  He will do his best.  He will be sworn in next meeting.
ADJOURNMENT
Alderman Bradford made a motion, seconded by Alderman Babb to adjourn the regular City Council meeting at 8:47 p.m. Voice Vote: All Ayes.  Motion passed.

___________________________________

Dana Dearborn, Acting Mayor
___________________________________

Ami Coltrin, City Clerk
